
The Lockhart Barn -
Raising a Roof, 

Building a Community



● This barn is almost 200 years old. 
● It was used to shelter farm animals and 

farm equipment.
● The barn is an example of what is called 

an English Barn, which means it has its 
doors centred on the long sides of the 
structure as opposed to its ends.

Are you ready to travel back 200 years ago to 
find out about the early settler barn? 

BUILDING BACKGROUND
Check out Westfield’s early settler barn!



● One of the first things that 
early settlers had to do 
when they arrived on their 
land was to clear an area 
where the barn and house 
could be built.

● They had to cut down trees, 
remove stumps and move 
rocks.

● The trees could be used to 
build their house and barn.



• Wooden dowels or pegs were used to 
“nail” the timbers together.

• Most barns in early Upper Canada were built with 
large tree timbers. 

• These timbers made up the frame of the barn.
• Did you know that you have a frame? It’s called a 

skeleton. Your bones are like a barn frame 
holding your body up. The frame of a barn holds 
the barn up too.



• Just as you have skin 
that protects your frame 
(or skeleton) a barn also 
has a protective skin 
made up of boards.

• These boards fill in the 
frame and protect what is 
inside the barn.

• The boards have small 
spaces between them so 
that air could flow 
through the barn.  This 
helps to keep the barn 
from getting too hot. 



A barn was very important to early settlers. The barn was used to house 
and protect their animals, food, tools and everything else the family 
owned.



• Farmers also used their 
barns to store crops like 
corn and wheat.

• The corn was used as food 
for the animals 

• Wheat was usually milled 
locally into flour.



Grain is any grass-like plant that we can eat. The most common grains are 
wheat, rice and corn. Other important grains are barley, oats and rye.Can You Guess The Grain?

A B c

D E F



Guess the Grain - Answers

Corn Barley Oats

Rye Rice Wheat



● A barn was a large and costly structure and 
building one required more labour than a typical 
early settler family could provide. 

● Early settlers asked members of their community 
to assist in the building of their barns.

● Neighbours were always ready to help each other 
complete difficult tasks.

● Together the settlers could often complete one 
job in an afternoon or a day. It might take a settler 
working alone up to two months to complete the 
same task.



● There were barn raising bees, logging bees, fencing 
bees, threshing bees, spinning bees, stumping bees, 
quilting bees, etc.

● Bees were also social get-togethers where neighbours 
came to know each other and trust each other. When you 
work side by side with someone, you get to know the 
other person.

● When you asked a neighour to come and 
help out with a project, you were inviting 
them to a work “bee.”



The people 
invited to the bee 
were expected to 
bring their 
families, dishes, 
tools and animals 
(if animals were 
needed for the 
work).



● Before the day of the barn raising bee, the farmer would  cut 
down trees and prepare them to be used as beams and 
posts in the barn.

● This was time-consuming and back-breaking work that had 
to be done by the family before the neighbours arrived.



● On the day of the barn raising, the neighbours arrived
early to begin a day of hard work.

● The barn was constructed using horses, ropes, poles, 
wooden pegs and hand tools, like wooden mallets.

● Men dug holes, put the beams and rafters in place, then 
added shingles and boarded walls.



Activity
The pictures above are of a scale model barn we have here at Westfield that students can put together during school trips.Look around your house or classroom to find some materials to build your own barn. Things you might use are popsicle sticks, legos, pipe cleaners, cereal boxes, pasta.  Get creative!



● Co-operation, hard work and a festive atmosphere 
surrounded many community work bees in Canada’s early 
days. 

● The host family also provided a feast for the neigbours and 
often music for the enjoyment of everyone after the work was 
done.



● After a long day of hard work, sometimes the group 
celebrated their success with a barn dance. 

● There would be a fiddler playing such tunes as "Skip-to-my-
Lou" and "Way Down in the Pawpaw Patch," 

● Men, women, and children joined in square and circle 
dances by lantern light on the rough barn floor.



10 MINUTE DANCE PARTY
Host your own barn dance by following these four
steps.

Step 1:  GOOGLE barn dance videos 

STEP 2: Gather your family or classmates together.

STEP 3: Try out some of your favourite dance steps.

STEP 4: HAVE FUN! 



After a long day of hard work and fun 
celebrations, the bee would come to 
an end.

Neighbours said their goodbyes and 
set off back to their homes until the 
next time someone needed their help.

Safe travels my friends.

Until the next time.  We’ll meet again.


